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Undergraduate Degrees in The Arts
Study for a degree or a concentration in The Arts develops and deepens
your understanding of your particular artistic interest and enhances your
ability to express your own concepts and ideas. You can focus on ﬁne
or graphic arts, performing arts, creative writing, media arts, art history
or arts management while you explore historical and cultural context,
theoretical and philosophical issues, and current developments and
perspectives related to art. Your studies will help reﬁne your research
skills, your artistic technique and your ability to form and communicate
ideas, images and critical judgments. Together with a faculty mentor, you
create a program to meet your speciﬁc needs and goals.

Why choose a degree in The Arts?
Students who study The Arts can:
• Increase their skills and techniques as ﬁne/visual or performing
artists.
• Prepare for graduate school.
• Advance in their current occupations in the arts world.
• Teach.
• Work in museums or galleries.
• Become a graphic designer.
• Work in media.
• Work in ﬁlm.
• Become an art therapist.
• Manage arts organizations.

Degrees Available
As a regionally accredited college of the State University of New York,
SUNY Empire State College offers the following degrees:
• Associate in Arts.
• Associate in Science.
• Bachelor of Arts.
• Bachelor of Science.
• Bachelor of Professional Studies.
Taking individual courses as a nondegree student also is possible
and will offer you the same range and depth of courses and rigorous
standards as matriculated undergraduate students.

Popular Concentrations

Study concentrations in The Arts include practice, history and criticism in
ﬁelds such as:
• Visual Arts
• Sculpture.
• Painting.
• Crafts.
• Photography.
• Design.
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• Dance.
• Theater.
• Music.
• Media Arts
• Film.
• Video.
You can focus on a single area such as painting, or create an
interdisciplinary concentration that connects or combines perspectives
exploring a theme or topic.
Additionally, special programs in the performing and the visual arts are
offered at the Manhattan location in New York City.
For sample degree programs and other degree planning resources, please
visit the the Department of Arts and Media Degree Planning Resources
web page (https://www.esc.edu/arts-media/degree-planning-resources/).
The Arts area of study encompasses a wide range of possible studies
and concentrations in the arts including, but not limited to, the visual arts,
the performing arts, digital arts and digital media, photography, music,
creative writing, ﬁlm, and museum studies. Students are encouraged to
consider including learning about more than one artistic discipline and
the cultures/histories of those disciplines in their degree plans.

Associate degree guidelines
Studies in The Arts include seven foundations, listed below. For the
associate degree, students are expected to meet a minimum of at least
four foundations through courses and/or prior learning assessment.
The rationale essay should explain how these foundations have been
incorporated in the degree plan. Students should also explain in the
rationale essay how their experience and proﬁciency in the arts relates to
their degree goals. Note: A single course can address multiple guidelines.
Associate degree concentrations in the arts include foundational
knowledge which prepare students for more advanced-level work.
Knowledge demonstrated in the degree plan may be achieved through
transcript credits, prior learning assessment credits, or courses taken
at SUNY Empire. Associate degrees typically incorporate a broad base
of knowledge related to the concentration. As a reminder, students are
encouraged to consider including learning about more than one artistic
discipline and the cultures/histories of those disciplines in their degree
plans.
Mentors and students designing concentrations in the Arts are invited to
consult with Arts faculty in their concentration area as they design their
degrees.
The organizing framework for a student’s concentration should ultimately
serve the student’s goals for the degree and should make sense given the
student’s past transcript credits, prior learning credits, and experience in
the arts. While not an exhaustive list, some possible frameworks include:
• practice, performance, and creation
• historical studies
• sociocultural studies
• critical/theoretical studies
• integration of the arts in other professions (i.e. arts management,
museum studies, educational studies in the arts, etc.)

• Graphics.
• Performing Arts
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Students may choose to organize these frameworks around disciplinary,
interdisciplinary, problem-oriented, professional/vocational, or thematic
approaches.
All students are expected to discuss the organizing framework of their
concentration in their degree program rationale essay and explain how
the courses and/or prior learning assessment topics in the concentration
effectively work together to meet the needs of the concentration.

Foundation # 1: Historical Perspectives
• Learning outcome: Identify the diverse historical perspectives of
at least one form of creative expression.

Foundation # 2: Artistic Practice
• Learning outcome: Analyze, create, produce, and/or perform at
least one form of artistic practice.

Foundation #3: Artistic Theory
• Learning outcome: Describe the interconnectedness between
artistic theory and artistic practice in at least one form of
creative expression.

Foundation # 4: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
• Learning outcome: Discuss and assess a range of social,
cultural, or global perspectives in the arts.
Note: These perspectives may include, but are not limited to,
race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity, nationality,
socioeconomic status, language, (dis)ability, age, religious
commitment or, political perspective (https://dei.extension.org/).

Foundation # 5: Research Skills
• Learning outcome: Conduct research using libraries and
credible online resources to critically assess and articulate
artistic concepts or practices.

Bachelor’s degree concentrations in the arts begin with foundational
knowledge, which prepare the student for more advanced-level work.
Foundational studies may be achieved through transcript credits,
prior learning assessment credits, or courses taken at SUNY Empire.
Advanced-level competency should be developed in those areas which
are most relevant to the speciﬁc concentration design and to the speciﬁc
organizing framework. In planning the concentration, consideration
should be given both to depth and breadth of learning. As a reminder,
students are encouraged to consider including learning about more than
one artistic discipline and the cultures/histories of those disciplines in
their degree plans.
Mentors and students designing concentrations in the Arts are invited to
consult with Arts faculty in their concentration area as they design their
degrees.
The organizing framework for a student’s concentration should ultimately
serve the student’s goals for the degree and should make sense given the
student’s past transcript credits, prior learning credits, and experience in
the arts. While not an exhaustive list, some possible frameworks include:
• practice, performance, and creation
• historical studies
• sociocultural studies
• critical/theoretical studies
• integration of the arts in other professions (i.e. arts management,
museum studies, educational studies in the arts, etc.)
Students may choose to organize these frameworks around disciplinary,
interdisciplinary, problem-oriented, professional/vocational, or thematic
approaches.
All students are expected to discuss the organizing framework of their
concentration in their degree program rationale essay and explain how
the courses and/or prior learning assessment topics in the concentration
effectively work together to meet the needs of the concentration.

Foundation # 1: Historical Perspectives
Foundation # 6: Critical Thinking Skills
• Learning outcome: Apply critical thinking skills to describe,
interpret, and critique artistic works.
Note: Critical thinking is deﬁned in the SUNY Empire Learning
Goals.

Foundation # 7: Ethical and Social Responsibility
• Learning outcome: Analyze, discuss, and apply ethical and
social responsibility within the arts.
Note: Social Responsibility is deﬁned in the SUNY Empire Learning
Goals.

Bachelor’s degree guidelines
Bachelor’s degrees in the arts must include the seven Arts Area of Study
foundations listed below. The rationale essay should explain how these
foundations have been incorporated in the degree plan. Students should
also explain in the rationale essay how their experience and proﬁciency in
the arts relates to their degree goals. Note: A single course can address
multiple guidelines.
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• Learning outcome: Identify the diverse historical perspectives of
at least one form of creative expression.

Foundation # 2: Artistic Practice
• Learning outcome: Analyze, create, produce, and/or perform at
least one form of artistic practice.

Foundation #3: Artistic Theory
• Learning outcome: Describe the interconnectedness between
artistic theory and artistic practice in at least one form of
creative expression.

Foundation # 4: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
• Learning outcome: Discuss and assess a range of social,
cultural, or global perspectives in the arts.
Note: These perspectives may include, but are not limited to,
race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity, nationality,
socioeconomic status, language, (dis)ability, age, religious
commitment or, political perspective (https://dei.extension.org/).
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Foundation # 5: Research Skills
• Learning outcome: Conduct research using libraries and
credible online resources to critically assess and articulate
artistic concepts or practices.

Foundation # 6: Critical Thinking Skills
• Learning outcome: Apply critical thinking skills to describe,
interpret, and critique artistic works.
Note: Critical thinking is deﬁned in the SUNY Empire Learning Goals.

Foundation # 7: Ethical and Social Responsibility
• Learning outcome: Analyze, discuss, and apply ethical and
social responsibility within the arts.
Note: Social Responsibility is deﬁned in the SUNY Empire Learning
Goals.

Continuing Study
Students who wish to continue their studies at the graduate level should
consult the entrance requirements and guidelines for professional
degrees that have been developed by art schools, graduate programs,
and professional associations. These students are also encouraged to
discuss their goals with an Arts faculty member who specializes in their
area of interest.
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